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CUtlO LEATHER WORKS 

~ity, partnership hit stalemate 
Chord ~James Mel/isa,Ys 
there is no ~mom[trnego
datilwwilh the partnership.-
·◄ 

:, B"/ TIM lOVlat 
Willl(ATOl TIWMBUii.SJMY 

. GIRARD -A de31 for the city 10 
pin ownership of the Ohio leather 
Works property has fallen throuKb. 
.' Mayor James Melfi said Thursday 

thzt he has instructed Atty. Richard 
G. Zellers of YoungstoWn to s~k a 

, ooitrt date in the lawsuit t.he city -
,had filed foreclosing on 'the ptoper
·ey ·owner, Lea:therworks Partner-
, ship. Tot 27 ~mes fn qu~stlon are 

-: .along US. Route 422. 
·.( .. ,::: 

. Joseph F. Rafidi, partnersttip gen- would not worl<. 
er,d manager. could not be reached · "l dtd not~ this group to be 
to comment stnightforwam With the process," 
. Judge John M. Stuard of Trumbull the mayor asserted. "'There is no 
County Common Pie.as Court had I longer J room for negotiations." 
~ssigned the case to Atty. Anthony The .sides agreed lut week If a 
Cornicelli, a court magistrate, to settlement could not be reached, 
mediate After two hearings it ap- the case would be h.eard by Coml
peared the lawsuit had been ~ed. cem. beause he is familiar with the 

At the last hearing, held Friday, · Issues. . 
Rafidi said he would recommend Melfi said the citY has $300,000 
the settli!~nt to~ partners., · fro~ the U.S. Environmental Pro-

. · . L · • tection Agency to study or dean up __ 
No response. lfth.e cleal was ap- environmental hazards on the 

proved by the partnershifl, ~afidl property . 
wa.! to give ~25,000 and a signed Leatherworks Partnership c.an use 
deed :to _theaty by 5 p.m. Tu6day. Its own money, thernayoradded,to 
Melfi said he hasn't rerelved elther. make the ,and ~nvlronmentaUy 

Melfi said he anticipated the deal safe, ff need be. 

Agreement details: Under th~ 
~t. tM city was to Raive 

· $75,000, plus &n undetermin~ 
· amount for legal recs. paid in tn'" 
stallments within a ytat. ·. : 

The EPA grant would have been · 
~ to recUty envtronmenul pro~ 
·1ems with die properly, which was. 
used by a tannery business until 
a.bout 30 ~ars ago. 

Leatherworks Partnership would 
have been the land's dMlopet lln:
der a consttuttlt,n timetable. and 
the clty wouJd have forgiven ibout 

· $200,000 in Ones the partnetshli, 
aocumulared afterthedty declared 
d\e property j safety haulll. 
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